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between the ship and two points ashore, 
allowing for far greater accuracy than the 
flying survey method used by Cook.
For most of the voyage he was joined by 
Bungaree, an Eora man from Broken Bay. 
Bungaree had accompanied Flinders as 
interpreter and mediator on one of his 
earlier expeditions. Although he did not 
know the local languages, his presence 
is believed to have facilitated amicable 
contact with Aboriginal groups on a 
number of occasions. An encounter with 
Aborigines at Point Skirmish (Bribie Island) 
during the earlier expedition ended in 
bloodshed, however, when Flinders’ crew 
opened fire on the locals. In the fracas, 
several Aborigines were shot.
On 8 April 1802, having just navigated 
between Kangaroo Island and the mainland 
of south-eastern South Australia, Flinders 
came across Frenchman, Nicolas Baudin, 
and his ship Geographé. Baudin, together 
with Emanuel Hamelin on the Naturaliste, 
had been sent to complete the mapping 
of New Holland and conduct scientific 
research. He was also under instruction 
to report whether Britain had established 
a colony in Van Diemen’s Land. Between 
them Baudin and Hamelin, with assistance 
from Louis Freycinet aboard the Casuarina, 
undertook detailed surveys of Tasmania 
and the western and southern mainland 
coasts. The coast between Western Port 
and Nuyts Archipelago they named Terra 
Napoleon, despite Flinders having reached 
it before them.
Although he never lived to see it, Baudin’s 
map of New Holland, published by 
Freycinet in 1811, was the first complete 
published map of Australia. After being 
imprisoned by the French in Mauritius for 
seven years, Flinders eventually returned 
to England and lived just long enough to 
witness the publication of his journals and 
map in July 1814. Fryer is fortunate to hold 
first edition copies of both publications: 
Louis Freycinet’s Voyage de découvertes 
aux terres australes. Atlas (1811) and 
Matthew Flinders’ Charts of Terra Australis 
or Australia: Showing the Parts Explored 
Between 1798-1803 (1814).
The mapping of the Australian coastline 
did not end with Baudin and Flinders, of 
course. But the publication of their work 
and the consolidation of British settlement 
on the Australian coast marked a shift in 
the central story of charts, commerce and 
conquest away from the sea and towards 
the receding inland frontier. The exhibition 
thus ends with Flinders, or more precisely, 
with Bungaree, Flinders’ interpreter, 
mediator and advisor. Described by 
Flinders as a ‘worthy and brave fellow’, 
Bungaree helped make Australia known 
to the world. But he would die a beggar 
in Sydney in 1830, his contribution 
overshadowed by the impact of ongoing 
frontier violence and dispossession.
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in memoriam
Joan Frances Priest
J oan Priest, who died in March last year, had a long and close association with Fryer Library. In 1978 she became a founding member of the Friends of Fryer, with Professor Laurie Hergenhan 
as its inaugural president. She was president of Friends of Fryer from 
1984 to 1986, in that time leading the funding drive by Friends of Fryer 
to publish Australian Playscripts : a checklist of unpublished scripts in the 
Hanger Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland. In this and in 
other Friends of Fryer activities, Joan was an enthusiastic supporter of 
the library. She was also involved in the wider literary community of 
Brisbane, notably as a member of the Warana Literary Arts Committee, 
and as Queensland representative for the Australian Society of Authors. 
She was a poet and playwright, but is probably best-known for her 
biographies of significant Queenslanders, such as Sir Harry Gibbs and Sir 
Leslie Thiess. Her autobiography, The Literary Precipice, was published 
in 1998, and in that year she was awarded a Medal of the Order of 
Australia, for service to literature. Fryer Library holds a collection of 
works by Joan Priest, in published and in manuscript form, and the 
database, AustLit: The Resource for Australian Literature, also lists many of 
her works. 
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The Charts, Commerce 
and Conquest exhibition is 
currently being prepared 
for digital display accessible 
from the Fryer homepage.
